




Drinking water options in Beijing during 

the 80s & 90s







1980-1994

Friendship Store友谊商店









According to SFDA there were 

ca.12,000 bottlers in 2015

mineral water purified water other water

871 7,622 4,721

China Mineral Water Committee： there are potentially 4,400 mineral water sources 



It’s a numbers Game  (20% growth)





- Water that’s priced 

higher than the 

norm (RMB 1 - 3 = 

15 - 45 cents)







- Quality

- Price

- Exclusivity





















Understanding the modern 

Chinese consumer





water quotas 670 billion m3  by 2020 

cap export (domestic priority)

clean tap water by 2020 （12FYP RMB 700 billion investment)

limiting permits

labeling regulations

potential (taxing CO2 footprint, plastic waste, Water use)

higher fees for groundwater vs surface water







- Chinese economic growth may slow 

down but individual consumption will grow.

-marketing shift due to demographic shift -

over 40 population will outweigh the under 

40



-logistic Trading and development shift due to western 

trade expansion (trade was usually centred around the 

coast and trading partners were to the south and east 

and north of China with Europe considered south or 

north due to air or shipping routes (could lead to 

cultural shift due to Tibet/Xinjiang sensitivity

-increased awareness and knowledge of health and 

environment and politics but more importantly a 

willingness to overcome challenges (getting rich and 

using economic prosperity as a measuring stick will no 

longer hold true for the next generations)



nostalgia: 凉
白开水



Bottled water only means 

clean water
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